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thought that it was neceſſary in or- 
der to Salvation, not only that they 
ſhould believe in Chrift Jeſus, but * 
s vo. that they ſhould 
and .obedient to the Lav of 1 
in the Context fromthe 215 Verſe of 
this Chapter he refers them to the 
Law itſelf for their better Informa- 
tion concerning the Nature of the 
„„ „ Covenants; that of the New 
Teſtament into which they were al- 
 _ready-eatred-by. and through Faith, 
and that of the Old which they 
were perſuaded by ſome to enter into 
by: Circumciſion and Obedience: to 
the Ma faical Inſtitution. He tells | 
them here, that the one 0 theſe 
Covenants hath antiquated and ſu- 
perſeded the other; and that ag | 
who are admitted to the Privy ges of 
| the better, have no Occaſion to trou- 
ble chemſelves with the Burdens ad 
Inconveniences of the worſe: He 
I rn thee rn the Natures of the Cove- 
nants 


Et HKS Beer hey! FO 


Of a ſervile Obedience to a Bute 
- Law; after the Fleſh; or that 

| apts: 'be performed by an outh ard 
 Obferv: of ſac Rules,” as rather 
— — elle Bodies f Men, and cir. 
tr ciel thei Praftices;" thin in. 
 Hilence®their'Souls and determined 
Meir Nffeckleffs: The dche 


er tends! tt 
their Compli- 
Terms of it ſuch as is 
e the glorious" Liberty 


es ße Sf Gf God 7" while by the 
Oat Mfrs and che Affiftaneg 
ere be Aiſpoſes ad able 


SS af free 


| 4 115 8 ate w 


* . 8 


RAMON! X. 225 
ourſing” Mn; upon which 
17 1 __ {FM £5 77 1803 ui . 
me Agble of nd) Hohn 2 

Es IR E more fully N. what 
«ft is meant er born after the 


SE 


. 


80. Fleſn, and WIC „by wen 
78 Aale tber Nt c 55. ach ae 


II. Secondlyy! k:$Haut \ exomine 
Ti ii upon what Ancbunt it is laid; 
that he that was born after the 
0 2Blefh perſeduted him that was 
born a the Spirit. 
III. Thirdly,” LSE Lb aſtgn ſome 
„ Reaſans of that Enmity which 
— pl there: is between, one of theſe 
- 1/8brts: of Men: here ſpoken of, 

and tt 8 other! TY LY * A "IT * 
Hobs Ani H. uon tos gi; * 7 
ane i Joarits; enquire kts 
— being born 5 cha klech, | 
pe what by. being e | 
Fp, 105 £977 411 
"5x 4; ** the. primary Meaning of 
| theſe Expreſſions in this Place is, I 
n . wk Hare 
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have already given an Accounts That 
by him 5 born after the Fleſh 
18 ee Iſhmael, the eldeſt Son 
of rabam, who is faid to be born 
1 Fleſhy becauſt there was no- 
ch extraordinary or be- 
ſide 2 common Courſe of Nature; 
whereas [/aac was by Promiſe | and 
born after the Spirit, out of the uſu- 
al Couric of Nature; and hy an extra- 
Tz ordinary Effect of the Fomer of” 
| God. 1e 1 91+ 1915 11105 * | , 
LIM Borbefdaitheſe that were 8 
one aſter the Fleſh and the other af- 
Wa the Spirit, it ſeems as tlie Text. 
impli „there are others that are 
born ſo now. Andthele in the A- 
poſtles T5 ime a= b he intended 
| rodltorthe Law 3 
ho profeſſed the Fah 'of 2 5 
3 The Reaſons for which he 8 
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the other hand) thoſo migbt truly. be 
aid to beuhorn-dfter- rr thesSpurityow 0 
| being rogenerate 5 the Power of the 
| Holy-Ghiof,; an col 
: form: Mere irh the DiteGiomof 
is Spiri and chavel their AﬀeRtions 
Kaxed,,andall;t ndeavonuts deter- 
mine id the fpirituabHnjoyment, af 
., God, whom. they are taughi do 
| -xwotſhip: in uri it anq, Truth. olf. 
5Bunchefiles'what. erer 


Hyrthes different Bxpizions! in 
| * et; — Diſtin | 
c beo made in corderrito] 3 — 
Lg to: have ay felatich. 2a, the ; 
e. Aid a- | 
Chriſliand themſelves there is 
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the Term of chat Beneficial Ce- 


emitted ,2 do ſufficiently ſhew that 
| Mey areicno Way concerned ovi{ble 
Maibus deter they continue im it 
or not. Theſe by an unhappyc Re. 
generatio wien derbe dee 
40 take pains teh, againiafter 
be MeſD; and prefer e ae 
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Sf ity Wick ette — — 
Nenſon, u ches evelation which -e 
= hath bade himſelf:and his Wil, 
_ 1 7 
mms tert not ibi Things fbi. 
ie ef Cc. Tante ar 1 — : 
ani em; 16 can they hrniow = 
LT then for they: ep holt her. 
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ſpring, be according do the Truths, 
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hand to jeſelf of its own In 


only, how to underſtand its Meaning 
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tisfaction conoerning the Lauper 


ſufficiency, to the 


ſuperior 2 
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ginal of it is ſollicitous for the reſt 


chat he may eſcape Error himſelf, 
of 1 upon him to look for 


6 Errors or Miſtakes in it, or to Uifal- 


low its Truths, becauſe they are not 


always ſuch as his Reaſon can deter- 


mine of; he that ban be content to 


ſupply with Faith the 


his Knowledge, and to believs God 


always, though he is not. ways able 


to comprehend him; 


that can 
Motives of a ſpi- 
al Nature, that can walk by Faik 


believe and act upon 


N and nor by Sight and can obey God 
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By after, ſuch u ont is: tiuly Born aſier 
1 — norſaſtier ib Heſb, be- 
3 n hin Opinions, Actions and 

tations! he: 45; not determined 


ut-what. is very dj 
, Dovld bo lilten to the Voice of Na- 
n and act * hy 
common /Tendeney; of it. 
H vi vo in the firſt Place dd 
n Accbunt of what is meant by be- 
N ihe born aſter the And _ 
— theBpinity I proceed 
OE e ee Av} 
©; Us Secondly ,. assi upon 
what Account ie laid, that he, chat 
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* chad: 2 unte Abrabiamy mocking 
I hall not ſtand toqive you the Gon- 


jectures, for ſurely; they: can be no 
more, concerning this Mock ing what 
it ewas; it ſhall ſuffice me to obſeryve 
that What is there 8 


Cle. in my Tent calls Penſecuion. 


Jhis ill Treatment Iſhmael offered td 
Jſadc; this the Jes, here deſign ied 
le, offered to the lt H 
Child and this Uſage they that 
are ſtill horn after the Spirit bs find 

from them that are | born after ibe 


by che Apoſt 


Hieſb. It is to be ſuppoſed that the 


5 ne Nature, ſince it was ſo deep- 


ly reſented and fo ſeverely puniſhedz 
45 ſo good a Man as aka did 
E and that not without 


expreſs Direction from God himſelf, 
expel. his on and eldeſt Son with 


|, Mother that go: him from de = 


Mockery with which [fomael abuſed 
Lſa 6 Was ot a very grievous and 1 in- 
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| come at all hort 
| far dike mel well knew 
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as he had been toned him forthe 


may 
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be laid ſtill, that as then he that was 
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0 be is not lefg grievous than any 
| - theſe, To be treated with De- 
775 ght and Scorn is what is not ea- 
54. di 1 ſted by thoſe hs haye any 
to Honour or 'Efteem: : But 
E anbhl by the Help of tru t. truly Chri- 
ſtian Philolo phy a Man may be able : 
do ſet Binalelf above all Diſtur rbance 15 
upon this Account, and with the A | 
 poſtles:AcTs v. 41. can have ſo true 
| a Senſe of what he owes to God as 
tat he can rejoice, that he is coumed 
worthy 1 70 Aer Shame for the Name 


n 


God himſelf, to ſee his Truths denied 

5 and-ridiculed, his Laws broken and „ 

ttodden under Foot, his Name pro- 

5 Haned by vain aa ſenſeleſs Oaths 

| and Tmprecations, fatal only to thoſe 

 who' 11 them, and his Religion with 5 
all that belongs to it made à Subject 


he endure to ſee Diſhonour done to 1 5 / 


gf irreverent Laughter, and ſubſervi- | 


ent to the Mirth 


Ph 


wu fuch; as are not 
wiſe 
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wuoiiſe enough to make their Pleaſures 
conſiſtent with their Duty, nor their 


Enjvyment of the Gifts of God with 


me Gratitude they ought to return to 
him for them? Doubtleſs to thoſe 


who have any Senſe of the Majeſty 


| Reyerence due to him, or any Con- 


viction upon their Minds of the Ob- 
ligations „ 


and aſſert his Truths and his Honour, 


1 it muſt be very grievous to know and 


ſee ſuch T idly and to beſo far from 
being able to prevail upon thoſe who 
eee 6: ee them off, 
1 ey expoſe themſelves to cer: 

ain tain II Mage fun them by ſo much 


as offering at it. For in this reſpect 


penſerued bim that was borm after 


can any one take a more 


of God, any Apprehenſion of the 


> the P arallel holds exactly; * and as for- 
merly he that was horn after the Fleſh 


The Saris, even ſo it is now, Not 


Counts to lay himſelf open to Sow. 
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Jatr, d than by interfting 
ar in the Cauſe of God, — 
vering his Difapprobation ; his De- 
— the and Abhorrence of choſe 
Sins; that moſt immedi el diho. 


i * 
nour "3 > KS 10 2e N 1 * 7841 che 
I RAVE no 


vin che ſecondl Place 
ſhewn upon what Account it is ſaid 
in my Text that, he tb, warborn af 
ter the Fleſh perſecuted him that "was 
on after the Spiris;' and that as he 
did then, r tage vel neee 1 
N ui in the” 4175 1 of 211} 21 
. mY ir S007 NOGY 5 at fel 
ITY Third Place to afign ſome 
- Reaſons of chat Bnmiity which one 
| of theſe Sorts of Men dear its the o- 
ther“ Andi 51.7 Saite 26 
Hirt, IN the Caſe of thoſe prima · 
vily BEER in the Text it . — 6 
_ their LO Aoſe: frot Df Envy. 
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envying Iſaac for thoſe Adyantag es 
Which the Promiſes of God and 5 


Light of his Mother gave him over 


Himſelf. To be ſo unexpectedly de- 
feated of ſo great a Hope as the inhe- 


riting not only the large Subſtance 


which Abraham Was desi of at 
the preſent, but alſo t. the more va⸗ 
luable Reverſion of thoſe Bleſſing 


which were promiſed by Almighty 


God to his Poſterity, was a Dilap: 


pointment which could hardly fail 


olf being a Foundation of irrecon- 
cileable Hatred againſt him who Was 
the Occaſion of it. And as the Advan- 
tage which his more advancedStrength 
and Knowledge gave him over his 


Brother, put it into his Power to uſe inf 
him ill, ſo we find that he did not 


fail to eniploy it to that Purpoſe by 


perſecuting him, who though coming 


after him was preferred before him- 


IN like 59 and for a Reaſon, 


much the fame,” did the Jews treat 
8 2 3. the 


| * 
| 
* 
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the Followers of Chrift : "Theſe were 
by the Mercy of God, and very con- 
rary to the Expectation of the Jeu, 
made Heirs of thoſe Promiſes, which 
the Jeus had in Imagination entitled 
themſelves to excluſively of all others, | 


and were, as the Apoſtle in the 317 


| Childrenofthe Free 


Verſe: of this Chapter expreſſes it, 5 
| | oman: Whereas 
the Jews as ſuch were ſtill in the 
Bondage they were born to, under 
the Burden of the Law, and exclu- 
ded from the Inheritance of the Chil- 
dren of God, to which they could 
lay no Claim by the Law, nor be en- 
titled to any eee than by be- 
coming Chriſtians. But the Chri- 
ſtians could not aſſert theſe Truths 
without drawing upon themſelves 
the Envy of the Jews, who would 
not contentedly and quietly be de- 
prived of ſuch diſtinguiſhing Prero- 
gatives as they thought themſelves 


e all others to he! poſſeſſed! of, 


nor 
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nor eafily 74h ee to ach as 
claimed a higher Place in God's Fa- 
vour, and a better and more certain 
Right to his Promiſes, than they 
would allow them to have. Agreea- 
1 to this, their Carriage towards the 
riſtians ſhewed how fixed and in- 


vincible Hatred they bore to them: 
They, like Iſhbmael, made uſe. of 

their own, more confirmed Strength 
to mock and to oppreſs the Inflnty: 
of Chriſtianity, and endeavoured by 


all their Power and Artifice to ſtop 


its Growth and oppoſe its Progreſs. 
And ſtill the ſame Reaſon prevails, and 
that Men are provoked to uſe thoſe 
ill who ſpeak, and live, and hope, 


according to the Rules and Directi- 
ons of Religion, is to be attributed to 
that envious Indignati on with which 


5 they are proroked again ft all that are 

or endeavour to be better, and hap- 
ier, and wiſer, than a} will give 
2; ood os Qi 45 ene 


deaifelves che robbie er ihe the 
Pains to be. AT mig & boats 
Cecond Reaſon of 0 may be the 
Diſpari ity and Diſfimilitude/ which 

there is FROG" theſe two Sorts of 


= Men. £4 MITES Wb 4H} 1 ; 113 £5 ue! 


Tuxkx is in 1 mot Men thavifeate 
: Pride and Jealouſy for their own Ho- 
nour and Perfection, that they are 
0 P poſed ee or to deff _ ? 


| | | | < dniansTheyde 2 
upon every Diſagreement from an 
25 jonny Dig that which they 
E ee bs Col ſequence: as & 
calling into Queſtion either their Un- 
derftanding or their e And 
a which: Men do nor only "think thoſe | 
who entertain \diffevont Sentiments 

from 3 ein the Wrong, which 
they muſt do, except they will allo 
5 theraſchves | to be ſo, but they find 
themſelves provoked. to ule them u 
and 


Practice of the World: To refuſe the 
AGFice of. any ie who offers it, that 
| e Judg- 
went to is is ha 

therv iſe than ill: To differ in any 
the minuteſt Citcumſtance from thoſe 


8 whom you Are,” is 'reckoned | 


fingular and conceited; nor can the 
Cirility due to Strangers of other Na- 


tions preſerve them from being abu- 


ſed and derided, becauſe of their Ha- 
bits; or Geſtures, or Languages, which 


1 even Religion itſelf {6 far over- 


come and correct this Pride of Nature, 


but that it may be more eſpecially 


taken Notice of in the Behaviour of 


the Profeſſors of it towards one ano- 


8 — upon the Account I am ſpeak- 2 


8 25 5 To- — then muſt the 


Difference 


tons,” as well as to their Opinions, | 
This Obſervation will be found to 
hold true thtoligliout the general 


ly ever taken 1 


are different from our own. Nor 


4 | Than: been f 


Ciples entirely different, and 


Difference be ee eee 5 Y 
thoſe, who. do not, like the others 
eaking of, only vary 

one from another in a few 2 4— 
and thoſe in themſelves; of no very 
high Moment and Importance, but 
in the whole eee and Conduct 
0 Hy their Life? They who act * Bal: 


different Ends, and by the Bri nine 
and Luſtre of their —— — 1 
the Deformity and Unreaſonableneſs 
of the contrary Practices, muſt ex- 
pect a heavy Load of Malice from 
the Quarter of thoſe whoſe Wicked- 
nels they expoſe, and whoſe ill Lives 
they condemn, by the moſt effectual 
and convincing Argument of their 
oy Goodneſs and Obedience to the 
Will of God. Nor, on the other Hand 
are they leſs offended and diſpleaſed * 
at the —— offered to God by 
thoſe that refuſe to conform their 
Lives to bus Commandments, nor can 


er 
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4 & dilibihble their allowance and 
Deteſtation of whatever tends: to the 
| Diminuticn of: che Glory of God. 
While therefore there is ſo much 
Ground of Difference; it is to be 

expected, that the War between the 
Fleſh and the Spirit ſhould continue; 
that the one of them ſhould luſt * 
98 155 the other; and that Men b7 
3 aring their Diflike of the Wick xk 
edneſs of others ſhould provoke them 


4 to become their Enemies, and as often 
as lies in their Power to uſe them 


0 . and perſecute them. 
Tux laſt Reaſon I ſhall aſſign of 
this ſhall be, the wrong Apprehen- 
fions Men have of Things while they 
do not exuquire into ron: right 


To make Enqu uiries inte the Truths | 


of Relig: 2 due Prepara 
and a fincere Deſite of being made 
better and wiſer by ſo doing, is the 
one never to ' know or find what 
they 
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the Word of God; — 
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» and Want of Inſtructi 
— fit and-qualify-1 
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without due Reverence _ * 
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5 to * — to thoſe who do not 
underſtand the true Value of it. To 
ſuch, N Abſurdities baute ( n 


Sia pandehayihink; thy Ane 5 4 
Reaſon to divert chernſlve by Toy 
ing and ridiculin 4 
Stapidity of thoſe r reaeſed with 

all Veneration as: divine Truths thoſe: 
Things, which to their on Capps od 
ſed clearer and more pene * 
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Bl now, chat hopes ta $a nbd 


We, the EIS : 
we ays, £ eg 376 7d 2 . + = 
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Gas to fortify us again all ſecu- 
tion of this Sort, that we have this 
| Reaſon added to all the others we 
tO th Bk and be aſſured 
in the Eight; - that we 
% e Treatment from thoſe 
b whom. we E to be in the 
Wrong, which hath all along been 


. . offered to T ruth. and to Goodneſs. 
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as would approve cy wi al his true 


Dili iples, ſhould love one another. 


FO g 
per Kindneſs wr Good-Will to- 


e ee knew +04 it would 
be but very, ill obe 85 _ unleſs toge- 
"ther with the Authorit) of him who 
"ej F\. 0 d ditz | | 
FS Soares Yi | * 
poſe them to do what he rdꝶuit 
1 them. He hath therefore moſt 
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5 Pe from the other and the on- 
17 ſatifactory Proof of it: By teach- 
ing the World, that he Dias Tloverh 
__ God 'ſbould 1s bi Brother alſo, and 
that be who loveth not his Brother 
 whons be hath ſeen; cannot love God 
ubm be hath not een. Our Love 
of God is the firmeſt Foundation 
bor our Love of Man, and will ſup- | 
port and maintain it when all other 
Reaſons fail and loſe their Force: 
_ alone i 18 unchangeable, as being 
1 a on Motives which are ever- 
more the ſame: Whereas the other 
NMotives which uſually influence Men 
5 to love one another, are like Men 
_ themſelves; variable and periſhing, 
5 and muſt loſe their Power upon eve- 
ry Alteration of that which they are 
1 en r Iß for inſtance, theſe 


Vit it: If they riſe from Beauty of | 


| Body or Excellency of Mind, they 
9 . K . Suns and ſhort- 
es 3 lived 


Miotives riſe from Intereſt, they fall 


| ed upon Similitude, 9 4 Agreement 
olf Temper and Inclinations, they va- 
as ſoon. as any Change appears 
os which are fo. very 
ge, and which fo ſel- 
dom continue r any Time the fame. 
This is evidently. the Caſe with re- 
1 F all Rea - 

. ons a. than WIE * 2 Wrorp 


uſually make. one 
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: among + 
Bur ants which are drawn 


b 5 Love whick's 
to bear to Oats Wes. 

re: Thele arg always die fe 

| underſiands thatit. indi Duty: to God 


that he ſhould: love his Brother, and 
: r love his Brother 
or 


will find himſelf 5 
was, and under all Changes and Al- 
terations that may befal himſe | f or 
others, ſtill equally bound to enter- 
_—__ tain and act agreeably to this Love 
of Man, becauſe he is always under 

thorkms 1 Obligations to 


lr 18 my Defin.in this Diſconeſd 
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bound to love: God: And 77 
7155 loving Cor Brother is Haende 
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our Love of C 1612 FE 
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| . enkes'4 it tht AT Fel \ that Men 
know they ought to love God, and 
only applies himſelf to prove from 
that, as from an acknowledged Prin- 
| ciple; _ bran __ to 1096 one 
another.. 5 
Drag uff "Bel 1 Fare = 
effectual Motives to Love are, either 
Apprehenſions of the Excellency of 
that which is beloved, or a grateful 


. Senſe of Benefits which we have re- | 


ceived, which we do enjoy, or which 
we are encquraged to hope for from 


35 it: For which Reaſons God is the no- 


bleſt and ropereſt Object we can 
e e rhe 
juſteſt Claim to it!. 52 ſhall not in 
Aft upon the infinite Excellency of 
od in himſelf, who as he is the 
Author and Gistr of, every Thing 
that is perfect, muſt be poſſeſſed of 
all Perfections. His Power, his Wiſ- 
bl doin and his Majeſty conſidered in 
mſec W proper — of our 
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Soong of our awful Adoration. 
But his Bounty, his loving Kindneſs, 
his Merey and Condeſcenſion are 
what more forcibly attract our Love, 
and encourage us to place it upon 
him, who, as we by bleſſed and per- 
petual Experience are aſſured, firſt 
loved us, and continues to manifeſt 
4 his Love wHWED Oo #5 
LT us, as we > fit ought to FO 
employ ourſelves in conſidering ſome 
of the Inſtances of God's Love to us, 
that we may the better underſtand, 
how great Love we ſhould bear to 
him. Let let us firſt conſider what 


11 6 diſtinguiſh'd Love he ſhewed to us 


nn making us Men. He made us in 


his own Image; He gave us reaſona- 
ble and immortal Souls, erect and 
wonderful Bodies, and ſent us into 
the World which he had given to us, 
adorned with Innocence and poſleſ- 
ſed of Happineſs, Let us conſider 
M0 the firſt Condition of our firſt Pa- 
8 Mz rent. 


Es they and then eee. 
1 Enjoyment of ſo many Bl, 


while they proves! Arm cent « When 1 


. 


. : brought into Life out of Nothing, 


State, as not only to have the Poſleſ- - 


Fin and Dominion of a whole World 


> beſtowed upon them, but to be 


tze Love 
| ' Praiſes of their God, v 


noured with the Communion and 
Friendſhip of their great Creatorz 
how: wall their Hearts be filled a | 
> and their Mouths wich. th 1 

ſo good and gracious to cham! But 
this Love was not ſtrong enough to 
_ guard: them againſt the Subtlety of 
the Devil, who found Means to make 


8 . it, 2 to prove * 
u 


therefore con Tong whether beſides SU 
= the roy rg which hey had to love _ 

_ God, we have not others of more 
Foce, and which ought to be ſuffici _— 
ent to prevail upon us to continue 
in that Love, and not to be drawn * 
ftom it by Temptations of e, ar 


which de may be ſollicited by. 


us conſider ourſelves not only as — 
. n but as the redeemed of the 
Lord; as thoſe whom notwithftand» . 

ing their Offences againſt him, he - 
bath /aved from Deſtrullion, aus- 


5 . crowned with loving Kindneſs and ten- 


den Mercies. To have made us out 
4 of Nothing, and to have loved thoſe 
whom he had made excellently good. 
is ſuch a Proof of the Goodneſs of _ 
F ought to convince us, that 
£ dur Duty to love him and to 
32 Kind? But that after we had 8 f 
7 rebelled W him . PO ES 
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his juſt Diſpleaſure: After we had 
ſhewn ourſelves ungrateful to him, 


in which he had made us, 
i ſtill continue to regard us with Com- 
phiaſſion, 10 forgive us all our Sims an 
. bien all our lufirmitios, to reſcue 
us from the Miſery we are fallen into, 
and to make it poſſible for us to at- 
perfect Happineſs and 
a nearer Union _ Su: than what 


F P articular, | | 
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2 0 5 p i j 
* 


0 8 | NI. 


and had fallen from that G 


tain to -a more 


we at the firſt enjoyed; all this 


niſfeſts his Love . wank: be ithout I 

Bounds, and sur Obligations to re- 

turn Love to him for it to be indiſ- 
penſable, and what we ought ever- 


more to acknowle Age and to be un- 


der the Influence of. It is in this 
hat God himſelf eſpeci- b 
ally commends his Love towards us, in 
that while we were: yer $7 
ue were Enemies, we were reconciled 
to bim. Nor doth this Reconcilia+ 


of Wige more . manifeſt the 
* 
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ners; when. 
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1 God ſeit his only ure | 
World, thatwe might dive through him 


8 | nent 4 this was manifeſted the 


e ok | God: to us, ae me 5 
by which it was effected. When no _ 

Ster Atonement was of "ſufficient 
Value to give Satisfaction to the ſu- 
ſtice and Majeſty © 


of God for the Sins 

of a wicked and milcrable/ World, 

God ſo loyed us; that he gave hix 
'bear our Puniſhment, to take 


| away our Guilt, to deliver us from 


his Wrath, and to reſtore us to his 


We of G towards us, becauſe that 
on into the 


xJor. iv. 9. how, we might live through | 


bum; that through him we might be 
del ried from the Death of Sin and 
1 Puniſhment, might be taught by his 
Doctrine, directed by his Example, — 
XY N cnalilad by his Aſſiſtance 20 libe 1 
umo Righteouſneſs and unto God; to 
hve that Life which he is the Author 
and Giver of, that Life of Holineſs, 


h is LT. to God i in this 
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and Glory which is in his — 
and at his right Hand, in the Wand | 
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And when we have as we ought duly 
conſidered it, it will diſpoſe, it will 


conſtrain us to love him above all 


Things: We ſhall regard him not 
only as ot Ia is in himGlf t the moſt per- 
fot and excellent of all Beings, with 
Admiration, but as he is ſo gracious 


We ſhall find. and acknowledge him 
to be not only 33 but 
the moſt. phy Ot Object of our 
Thoughts and Delires, or in the 
more expreſſive and fignificant Mords 
of St. Joby, 10 be nos only Javelys: but - 
Tone elf, 1 Jon. av: 4. 

Tuus much May ſufſice l the ; 


| firſt Part of my Dicourle, in which 


© "oh propoſed to conſider on what Ac- 5 
1 counts We: are bound i. love God, 
FE have | 


and beneficent to us, with Gratitude: 5 


1 n andy: lets Notice 1 a8 1 
are common tous all, as we are Men 


and as we. are Chriſtians, as we 


were created and redeemed by him; 
reſerring it to every one to recolle& 
the manifold particular and perſonal. 
Mas Bleſſings, which God who- welding 
* provides for him hath or Irv | 
: him; and which juſtly-demand 
- particular Returns of Love and Gra- 
. tude to n from him. 1 hall 
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x II. Sromd Place t to- + ho 8 . 
3 Duty of loving our Brother is found- 
ed upon . may be deduce) from 
che Love we bear to God. 
Fon that it Is ” is ovident,; as un 
” wy Text, ſo from other Places of 
ti Ep iſtle. woe the 11 Verſe of 
the — which my Text is the 
OConcluſion, we find — Inference 
made from the Love of God to us, 
1 Ae is the Ground of our * 
en | im: 


CCRT =@aA 
3 : 
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* . « 


him: dowd: if God 5 
we- ought 40% 10 love ont 
And at the Verſe immediately going 


8 r Pretenſions to the latter of theſe 
: are, if we are deſtitute of the for- 
mer. Fa Man ſay, y, I love God, and 


V4 


+ 
: e 
Iove * N * * 7 us 
"us, 


before the Text, we ſee how inſe- 


parable the Love of Man is from the 


ove we bear to God; and how falſe 


hateth his Brother, he is a Liar: For, 


be that Ioveth not his Brother whom 


he hath ſeen, how" can he love God 
whom he hath not ſeen? It will not 


be difficult to aſſign Reaſons for this, 
and to make it very apparent, that 


if we do really love God, we ſhall 


- love our Brother alſo. ' As © 


Hanf, if we love God we ſhall/love 
Sha which he loveth. Every Man 
is the beloved Work of God, is what 
was made by the Hand and purcha- 


ſed by the Blood of Chi, who'crea= 
tel and redeemed all Mankind. But 


we then have no Value for, no 
„„ Good-Will 0 
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Good-Will to that which ns dam . 
2 e ſo beloved by him, and 
at the ſame Time e. any Truth 
affirm that God is N by us 


Let us compute this by our common 
Eſtimate of Love among ourſelves, 


oy _- conſider whether we ſhould be 
willing to believe any one to bear 


a Good. Will towards us, who ſhould 


| ſhew Hatred to or have no Value OT , 


I Things to be beſt: beloved by us 
. Fecondly, another Ne for 
5 which if we love God we ſhall love 
our Brother alſo, is, becauſe our Love 
to our Brother is the beſt Way we can 
take to manifeſt, to make, it evident 


that our Loye to God d is true and un- 


diſſembled. RS nE 
Wonps ene Amere reelle ts - 
are,not. enough. for this Purpoſe: It 


| is ealy for any one to pretend, to 
ſay N he loves God, whether he 
N 


the 


F 1 


m Of; et But he that loves 


Reg ard for that which he knew of all 70 


54 8 
| thereſt of Mankind becauſe 
Likeneſs 1 HEK chat regards and loves 
Brethren, becauſe: they 


= 


e 
te Ged. to be ſincere, while in What 
he does to God's Creatures he deer 


= 


1 ſpeaking to in the fulleſt 
birſelf hath expreſly: declared, chat 
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or Love of God is. This is abe Love of 
Ca that weitheep his Commandments. 
And in my Text we find, that this 
Oommandment have we from him, 

that he who loveth God love his Bro- 


ter alſo. The inſeparable Connex- 


ion between the Need of God and 


way read it: Nor doch it need, nei- 
tier is it le of further Evidence | 

i ee wehe wich it. 
I x the former Part W this FP. 
courſe, it was my Buſineſs to prove, 
_ | that we are obliged. to love God by 

every Thing that can lay Claim to 
our Love. Do wie deſire to know 
vrhat it is to love God This is the 
Love of God, that we keep his Com. 
be gn Would We 8 what 


the diſtinguiſhed 8525 ee, is? 
Tu is »he Commandment which! we 
: 1555 . 2 799 be who: * 


ought not to be Erevan, | 
akon to us ii in itſelf or f 5 
5 r Obedience to it: 
5 Hav e den me great and 
erke Th ung Am us in Ne e 
. 4 ok, Fea ty to: 15 
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npliance with that 
Benevolence © which 
169) bodlfon fl ib 585 
= one \therefore, who's | 
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5 ther TD Rig ae e, 8 Ys ge- 
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nuine Dictates of real Gd 
Hel nations towards him and i in his 
Dealings with him 1 Whether he does 
hus or not, he wall beſt judge, if he 
compares his own Love with the, Love 
to him, for that i is the Direc- 
the Apoſtle 255 that we ſhould 
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ſtudy to prevent and amend whatever 
may be amiſs in them and dangerous 
or deſtructive to them: Let us, in 


order to theſe Ends, to our Eu 


vours join our ardent Prayers to God, 


and beg of him for the Sake of his 


dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, who loved us 
and gave himſelf for us, that he would 
fave thoſe whom he hath created and 


redeemed, and that he would ad- 
vance thoſe to his Happineſs in Hea- 


ven, to whom he has ſhewed ſo much 


be Kindneſs upon Earth, 
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of our Hope, proceeds in this Chap- 
ter to ay down Rules of Practice, 
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he faith 1 ho. thi Pod: arid which | 
by ere to ow the . eſs 


Uſes! tor Which 
d.feroe. in: dit, MNe.are. 
all alle! Members of the Body of 
Chrift, have all an 8 Intereſt in 
him © our 7 Head, and a 


ſpen bh, g it is, to, their 
1, Wall- -Being d illity, 
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bes look upon every Pie np 
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2 bis ance we know. 
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thus f preſerved is always afterwards 
. milde and impaired, both in its 


is thus divided from ; | uh And had 
we tlie ſame Eſteem or Concern for 


the > incftimably* IE valuable Body 


of Chr, t and its Members, which wi 
have for our o.wn, we ſhould do by 


dur open: We'hould not think any | 


Part N 
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bogs Body o mean, ſo incon- 


erable;, Worthile as that it . 
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8 to : reſerve. and to ſtudy 
tn Welfare of it: We ſhould not, 
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twlerevery thelobdhgoes put cn 4 
tearing and tending in ſunder that 


was ſo tender of himſelf, as that, for 
the Sake and Benefit of it, he fuffe- 
red his On natural Body to be bro- 
ken, wounded and deprived of Life, 
he would not cafily be brought to di 
vidde himſelf ſtom tkat Body Shoei . 
be hath all along been a Part, and 
from which he hath received Lit and 
##hment; he would not cut him- 
ſelf off from char Body, which might 
indeed ſa Maſt: diſtinct from Air but 
from which he could not be ſepara- 
ted without Deſtruction t. himſelf. 
oF a ub sn are natural and b Y De- 
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all Chriſtian People of what Kind ſo» 
' *ever Abe up one Body of Chrift, to 
which no one can bring Pain or Da- 

mage and from which no one can ſe- 
parate without cauſing Diſpleaſure to 
the Head, which is Chriſ, Eoſs and 
Diſturbance to the Body, which is 
the Church, and Guilt Fre at length 
Deſtruction to himſell. \'-Thus | far 
therefore the Apoſtles Argumer 
reaches and concludes in the moſt 
cogent Manner, that true chri L 
Charity is a Duty which cannot tbe 
performed without the moſt} fincere 
and unalterable Regard to ch Whole 
| Body of 'Chrif,; a expreſſes what 
amounts to thus mach; P 144 for Foy 
one to be the Cauſe of Troyble;and, 
Diſo much more of Diviſi- 
on and gchilm in at and at the me 
Time to pretend to Chriſtian;Chari-; 
I ib the ſame ab if an: one ſhould: 


. 1 ſhould be ready'up on an 


mall: 
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4 ſmall or no Occaſion to torment or to 
0 2 off and diſmember without any 

Regret thoſe Parts of i it, which are ne- 
| elke, to its Service and Ornament. 
Tuna Unity and Love ſhould con- 
8 tun amhongſt Chriſtians is plain in 


Reaſon: But _ well they do ſubfiſt 


and are preſerved muſt be learnt by 
Experience, by which we are too ſuf- 
_ ficientlyitaught,, that it is a much ea- 


fer Matter to produce Proofs. of the 


Nerceſſity and Excellency, than Ex- 
amples of the Exerciſe. of Charity 

and of a ſtrict and well eſtabliſhed 
Union among the Members of Chriſt's 


this I ſhall eee e to ſpeak to 


eſently, and ſhall now only ſay 
4 = them, that whatever they gi 0 
have ſuch Power and Influence, as 
| her the expreſs Commands 
and even affectionate Intreaties of - 


that neit 


5 Seripture, nor Mens own ac- 


dae Conviction of Charity 
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bene a. and dak other Men. It is a 
Man's being wiſe in his own Conceit 
and minding high Things, that hinders 
him from according with and conde- 
 feenting to Men whom he reckons to 
be of Tow Eflate; from having that 
due Conſideration and charitable 
Re Yard” for them; : which” is ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve Union among the 
ſeveral” Members of Chriff's Body, 
and without which ſome” of them 
will be always uneaſy, and account 
| themſelves treated by the others in a 
Manner” very different from what | 
; they have a Right to . from 
Weir Fellow - Members. 

Ir is a Man's thinking of himſelf 
2585 highly than he cope to think, 
that gives him Sufficiency enough to 


Sentiments 1 in Oppoſition to Things 


br Civil Society, by mature Delibe- 
3 tion, a ong 


N continued 


fet up himſelf and his own private 5 10 


eſtabliſhed, whether in Eceleſiaſtica!ĩ 
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1. the Subject of this Diſeourſe, 752 


can, to prove chat e is t 


5 as to hi 
tinues ſo very v. 


in what remains of it, endea 
evidently as I 
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is the Reaſon that they have: no more 
Eſſect, and that we generally return 
from them in the fame Diſpoſition 
but were in before we Hear them 


What I mean is this: We are toe 
apt to find out the Faults which are. 


reproved, in any other Perſon 
2 ourſelves: We x 
Mas dor Far 


cl New 


delivered; while, it may be, all the 


y body elſe; and if we would 


put himſelf upem the unneceſſary, 
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| Diſcourſes of this Nature; and which 


preſently fix 


to Nrw 5 


monious rk is in which it > -; 
while) it is 2s much dus to ourſelves | 


ty ir to! ourſelves, might have a 
; Effect in dur Conviction and. 
9 Let no one therefore 


uaprofitable Work of finding out in 
; ** ya ſuch. ny as * 
| bl . : "T: „ 4 | 


; 15 D Rebuke Lars Th | 
intend. by it ſo much to teach us 
= tothink. of others; fas. ir 
ſelyes; and it is only by applying it 
ſincerely to ourſelves, that we can 


ever receive any Benefit from the 
Direction which he geek us. * 
re 11 
Lx every one . hee dt it 
can be, that in a Diſpute about a 
Subject, the Truth of which perhaps 
can never be determined, or if it 
could, would be of no Value or Im- 
portance to himſelf or any Bodyielſe, 
what 1 ſay it can be, that in ſuch 
an Argument works up his Paſſian 
to a Flame, and be . en a. Cauſe 
Of Hatred and Malice for evet aſter. 
It cannot be for the Sake of Truth 
and the Moment of the Queſtion; . 
for that is not worth it: But it is for 
. the Honour of the Diſputant's Under- 
ſtanding, that; 1 ſuffer; ſhould. 
the 3 given 10 3 2 
that 


4 be * 


— r 
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1 5 ö e ts wile. im his oum Conceit, 
is the tue Cauſe for which he will 
not on himſelf miſtaken z, for Fear 
he ſhould. not be accounted as wiſe 

| by others, as he is by himſelf. 


Tar Diſputes Fn endle! ; „ 


3 well as 5 that Parties and 
Diviſions ariſe and are perpetuated, 
that Men proſecute one another with 
ſo much Bitterneſs and Rancour is, 
1 becauſe each Side is too wiſe in its 
* . own Conceit to allow the other ei- 
ther Senſe or Honeſty: 2 When per- 
_ haps all the Proof which either hath 
to give for ſuch their Opinion, a- 


mounts only to this, they muſt needs 


be in the Wrong ; ani they differ 
ftom us; and we are fatisfied that 


We have more Wiſdom and Under- 


g than not to be in, the right. 


| Could. _ this Self. Sufficiency be 


1 enge prevail upon themſelves to think 
n gr impoſſible for themſelves ,as 
%% 5d. 6s 4 DoS: re; 
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* hing abated, could. Men but | 


able to their own: They would pity | 
and be forty for thoſe hom thi 
could 1 det being ont of ken, 


be 3 tor ox in other Words, by 
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E del oe which : 
are conſeſſed hy all other 5 
boys their Reach; and . the 
vain Attempts of ſo many before him, 
and the fatal Errors they have run 
into thereby, ſhould. have made leſs 
8 ong Poſſeſſion 
inion of his 1 | 
Cay and. Abilities, but being 
much wiſer then. all the World, ber 

„ner is it abet begets 600 feeds 


8 pry difSoult. 2 — | 
there dis Nothing ſo great hut what 
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S enbeit within himſelf} that he is 
wiſe enough to direct and) manage 
che Affairs of the reſt of Mankind? 
Do we then complain of and la- 
ment our Diviſions, dur Heats and 
Animoſities, the Decay of Chriſtian 
Love and Charity, all the trouble- 
ſom and' pernicious Conſequences of 
it? Let every one ſeareh his own 
Heart, and conſider, whether he be 

poſition to contribute to- 


wards putting an End to all this. 
ot contending with and labou- 


ring to confute others, that can ever 
. put an End to Differences; theſe are | 
the Means' of perpetuating them to 
the End of the World: We muſt uſe 
dur. firſt Endeavours upon ourſelves; 
ve muſt learn to-know, -'that' others 
2 have the ſame F aculties ef 'reaſoning 
and judging, the ſame Right and In- 
— tereſt in r ſpiritual Soc. 

| "ory; | ; . v ; that if they be 
lle to Error, * we; ; Has no 
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Man, who is a Member of the Body 
of Chriſt, or of the Community we 
belong to, is ſo worthleſs and incon- 
Glerable: as not to d better 
Treatment and more Regard than 
any thing like diſdainful Contempt 
or Hatred is conſiſtent with: That 

we are each of us but one ſingle 
Part, which as it cannot live out of 
the Body, ſo it ought not to be trou- 
bleſome to the whole, while it is in 
it; nor ready upon every little Un- 
ea Gnek to divide itſelf from it. This 
is what we are to learn, and thus it 
is we ſhould think of others, as well 


as of ourſelves: And we ſhall then \ 


take the beſt and moſt effectual Way 


we can to preſerve the Unity of the 


Body of Chrift and the Peace of the 
Society we have a Part in, when we 


think them more valuable, than that 


. they ſhould be broken and diſturbed 


upon our ſingle Account; when we 
do not think ourſelves alone worth 
| 1 4 more 
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bum that > = dh and 70 him 


. Wy as) he tat L 2 an, Oath. 8 


755 5 _ * 5 1 N TI 
2 8 1 Bs 8 . bis by : | 
| T; not at —_ mended 


7 3 to folve the Objection 
FSAKH2E49 which i in this Verſe 
| E foregoing 9 WE 
againſt the Providence of God, from 
| ice which is f no 
| — being made between the 
Exil and the Good, in the Events 
which befall them. I ſhall rather 
- obſerve that the Wor 8 wy Text, | 
as they are joined to the Teſt of the 
Verſe, He 5 fweareth and be that 

feareth an Oath, afe 'oppoſed to one 
another in ſuch a Manner, as that 
the Character of the one is approved 
of and recommended, and that of 
the other is condemned and Tepre- 

= i wicked and ſinful.” 
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Tus Want of awfu Fiajard tothe 
facred Nature of Oaths is a Crime 
too common and N loudly: calle 


bulk 8 r 5 fall en ies 


_ conſider the Guilt and Conſequences 
of ſuch Swearing as is here intend- 
5 ed; and of how mach Importance 
it is, both with regard tothe Honour 
of God, the Intereſts and Safety of 
every Man in particular, An 
Preſervation and Well being of civil 
Society; that nee fear au 
0 Oath": rw Fon: 5 350 un 08 N 
Fon the nb inde ag of 
_ this let:it be enquired, e 
ing or what an Oat is; and then it 5 
will appear the more evident | 


ſions it may be uſed, and what Re- 
ſpect is due to it. By ſwearing, as 
ve are to underſtand the Word in its 1920 
9 n received and leſs reſtrainn 


hat Manner and e e Po 4 


Se hen heed 
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— —.— tobe liwful, but only 
that the one of: them is _— more 
criminal than nie aher. Ha is hb 


| ws of — oy to ſhew by 3 
many Degrees of Guilt they differ: 
It ought to be a ſufficient Caution 
to us againſt b , that they are alike 
forbidden by the Laivs of God and 
Man, however the Penalties of each 
may be different; that vain Swearing 
and Uſe of God's: Name is as expre- 5 
ly forbidden as falſe Swearing ; that 
God declares he will not hold either 

of them guiltleſs; and that the 5 
mer hath too viſible a Tendency 

ward che latter, and is the 1 2 
tural and likely Means of ing > 

"Mem not fraid to fall into it. 

I is this vain, common and in- | 
nig dente gwearing, or, to come 
nearer to the — of my Text, this 
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rin ng without fearing an Oath, 
any Awe or Apprehenſion 
of the Reverence due to God in it, 
that I ſhall chiefly apply myſelf to 
| bir wat that it may appear 
from ithe Nature of it and its Effects 
to bea ſo great a Sin as that Men 
dought to fear it, and uſe their ut - 
moſt Endeavours to Keep themſelves 
and others free from the Guilt of it; 
that it is a Sin, which is highly pro- 
voking to God, who therefore will 
Joe fail to puniſh it in another World; 
and that it juſtly deſerves Puniſhment 
in the mean Time from thoſe whom 
God: raiſes. to Power and Authority 
in this World, and who tlierefore as 
his Miniſters and Subſtitutes are uns 
der peculiar: Obligations to promote 
his Glory by aſſerting and maintain- 
1 cee 111 unto bis n 
Rn 
5 oat: chen, an e ml 
| (rheteſote- vain: EY and Treat- 
5 11 _ 


we take it in vain, 
if we uſe it to bad 


we break his ex- 
diſhonour his hoh; 
ith ſo much 
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5 1 as too many are apt to do, 


P 
8 5 " * * — 
f * 3 n mn YE Ea GOES. OK Po AA LAS SB » 
7 ** TY 24 3 9 " "5 $ a _ q 2 1 * * Y 
a ; N * 'y * . * * * * - — * F | . 5 wand — G ws 2 eee AR ti oi CO CES 
* N 1 - - 64 s 2 * 
a N 6 > ; 
| ; . 8 . 
„ » * i 
» S 5 + 7 . » 4A 
N % * 7 
4 4 
1 
ö 1 
4 7 3 
8 
g 
© 3 
4 A 
Wt 
af 55 
2 


rr Curſes and Imprecations ſhall 7 
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at — to n no Fear ; of 


Way refrained to Truth by any Awe 


Alert if hs: who: cheitge pro rovo- 


rophane Oaths and ſtill more ex- 


ſay, that the Provocations he recei- 
ved were ſuch as forced him to it, 


could not forbear it, let him before 


angry at a Man and 


e- 10 eb the vain to rene? 
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Diſortler ald reſtofes him to His 

Temper. It is therefore a very hei- 

8 gravation 6f the Guilt of this 

i An. what renders it moſt provo- 

_ king” to God; that in Defiance off 
His Expreſs Liww;" Conteript of his 
Greatneſs and Diſhdnour of his M Ad- 

Jeſty, Men even without any Temps | 

n dakion bat from their own Pride and 

7 Ralhineſs, ſhall without any Check 
allow thenſelves if the common and 
nkedleſs Abuſe and Profanation of 8 
Bis Name. It is with Refp cer to this 

_ Sin'that the Wile Son of 95 ach peaks 
in tlie xxiii⸗ Chaßter of Bis excellent = 

Bock, at the 9 and in the following 

Vert. Accuſtom nbi 75 Mouth to 

Staring: Neither 2 thy felf to ie 

Naming of 166 Holy One. or 4 

Servant that & continually Better, 

Hull not Be without d blue Mark” $h. 

„i that ſwtareth al gumbiß Cod con. 

tially ſhall not be falle. Alan 5 
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be filled: with Iuiquity, hacks 1 
Plague ſhall never depart from his 
Houſe. And our bleſſed Saviour 
hath expreſly condemned and utterly 
forbidden all Swearing in our com- 
mon Converſation, as we may ſee 
Mar. xxv. 34, 37. 1 ſay uno you, 
| fwear nor at all: But let your Com- 
munication be yea, yea; nay, nay: 
Fur whatſoever is more than theſe, 
cometh of Evil. In your Communi- 
cation, your common Converſation, 
ſwear not at all, nor uſe any more 
earneſt Affirmation or Denial, than 
2, bare Repetition of the ſame again; 
for whatſoever is more than theſe, 
whatſoever is uſed over and above 
_ theſe neceſſary Expreſſions, cometh, 
as it more properly is to be rendred, 
from the Evil One, from him who is 
4 continually watching to lay hold up- 
on every Opportunity, which our 
Impatience and Eagerneſs may gin. 
: N latein us into Guilt, 1 
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„Tnvs 1 Ave conſidered this Pra- 
ef vain or common Swearing, as 
it is in itſelf a needleſs and therefore 
an inexcuſable Sin and Provocation 
to God, who hath declared that he 
will nos hold them” guiltleſs, who al- 
low themſelves in te Saanen 
of i it. 4: 1 remains "T8 en 
eee, To ctiquite into the na- 
rural and almoſt neceſſary Conſe- 
aces of this Sin, with reſpect to 
Men, whether ſingle, or as united 
into civil Societies. And we ſhall 
apprehend what theſe are, if we con- 
ſider the Purpoſes to which Oaths | 
are uſed with regard to thoſe, 
Ax Oath is the ſole Caution 
which a Sovereign gives for his good 
Government; and alſo the Security 
which his Subjects give him for their 
Fidelity and Allegiance: The ſubor- 
dinate Magiſtrate is bound by Oaths ' 
do do juſtice; and the Witneſs is un- 
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that hreak ing in upon the Res 
FP liging of an Oath, and taking away 
from Men the Haar oſ it, is the tra: 
dieſt Way to throw Mankind; into 
Confuſion, Anarchy, and allꝭ the Miſ- 


- chiefs that will lara ___ Ny: 


Cee But — A 
dieſt Way to d eſtroy and put an End 
to any Reverence and: Regarcd to the 
faered: and awful Nature Un atha, 
3 uſing them idlely, want 
ly. unneceſſarily. and; 1 
: onlx ĩ in private or by Accident; but. 
openly, commonly, an andi in Defiance 
| «7 all the + Dechirations b both, of has 
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as being aheaiſctits ctidanjered e or 
deſtroyed, if they do not take Care 
to keep this Geste Which they have 
taken; or puniſhed), if they fwear' 
falſely: But this is ne Remedy for 
the Mifchiefs that ſhall have been 
done, and that will always follow, 
where theſe Securities ate not re- 
garded/ as they ought to be. It is 
ſmull. Redreſs or Co fort either for 7 
a Prince or Peop le that have been 
undone; that they Wh have not 
kept their Oaths are as muck ruined 
as themſelves: He that by falſe Wits 
net hach been uijaſtly condemned 
and cut off, will not be reſtored to 

Life again by the Detection and Pu? 

niſhment of the Perjury by which he 
ſuffered. Nor' will le, Who Hatt 
been wrongfully; deprived' of HE. 
ſtate! be able to recover it agi, 
thoogh the In jury he hath reccived 
be ald 10 # ſo viſible,” with 
M re E pence and Trouble, thai 
94 perhaps. 
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perhaps he is able to go through 


with. It is therefore even the tem- 


pol Intereſt (though; the Honour 
of God which is — more valua- 
ble were not ſo deeply concerned as 
it is) of Government in general and 
of every Man in particular to pre: 
. ſerve maintain as far as in t 
lies, that Fear of an Oath rn is 
of ſo much Importance to him, and 
with his utmoſt Care and even Jea- 
louſy to guard that, which next to 
the good Providence of God is the 
ſureſt Guard of his Peac 2, of his. E- 
2 ſtate and of his Life. Jo this Pur- 
poſe, let the Miniſters of C God be not 
only allowed, but enc mee nd 
cen obliged to repreſent to Man- 
kind the heinous Nature and the ex- 
treme Danger of prophaning the 
Name of God in vain and raſh; as 
well as in falſe and malicious Swear-: 
ing; to denounce God's Anger and 
1 hk . — gments againſt i It; and as ar 
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as they are able to perſuade Men to 
beware, leſt becauſe of Swearing, 
our Wee Land, like that of //aet 
| heretofore, ſhould mourn; leſt we 
ſhould all alike be involved in Gods 
Vengeance: For in this World we 
are not aſſured of Exemption for any 
in particular, when God cometh to 
viſit a Land for its Iniquity, but all 
are liable to the ſame Events, not 
only he that ſweareth, but allo he” 
that feareth an Oath. SLY ah 4 80 | 
lux the Magiſtrate convince e Ot : 
aden that be doth not, that he 
will not uſe the Sword as much in 
dvuain, as they do the Name of God; 
let him be an effectual Terror to all 
ſuch evil Works, by ſteadily and re- 
ſolutely exerciſing the Power entru- 
ſted to him, inreſtraining, correcting, 
and thereby preventing, at leaſt the 
open and preſumptuous Commiſſion 
of them, and as much as may be 
providing, that ſuch Wickednels 
es. may 
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30⁰ SERMON XIV. 
are to be underſtood by the 
rich and poor. 
= How and in what re- 
ſpects theſe 2 be faid to meet 
 -zqgether, _ © 
mes „ ON what e God 
oo wp to be #he — of \thens 
all. 


As 11 R which Y cmbke! Fra 
Inferences which may be pro- 
per for our Conſideration, and 
wink them conclude. ; 


F rt, Lau to hier ur eee 
the underſtood by the rich and poor. 
Ir hath been very juſtly obſerved 
by ſome who have treated upon this 
Subject, that it is difficult to fix any | 
ſuch Meaning to the Terms of. rich 
and poor as ſhall not be liable to 
Exceptions or Miſconſtructions. For 
not only what a Man poſſeſſes is to be 


n into Conſideration, „5 but alſo 
what 


_ SERMON XIV. zor 
what is needful for him; what his 
Rank in the World and his. Condi- 
tion of Life neceſſarily require for 
their due Support and Maintenance 
muſt be eftimated and computed, 
before it can be properly determined 
by which of theſe Denominations he 
is to be diſtinguiſhed. If we con- 
ſider the great qa” in. Mens 
Circumſtances, which have been in- 
troduced by the Providence of God 
and the „ Occaſions of hu- | 
man Society, we {hall readily. appre- 
hend, that ſuch a Portion of Sub- 
nee as would be Abundance and 
Superfluity to a Man in one Rank, 
. would be far from being ſufficient 
to ſupply, the abſolutely neceſſary 
Demands for the Support of the State 
and Juſt Dignity of a Perſon placed 
in a more elevated Degree; and 
that the latter may be truly accoun- 
ted needy and in Want, though poſ- 
ſeſſed of. more than What would 
i 15 make 


"A 
$ ? 


Y 


Is 3 


. N , 7 
* 


make the other 15 tich. 17 then 
we would be able rightly to diſcri- 


minatè and to proniotihce who is rich 
and who is poor, we tilt confldet 
4 

Whether he hath more of 1&6 thai 

what is ſufficient arid needful for 

tte Maintenance of his Condition: 

If after anſwering the due and juſt 


: Demands of his Rank, there is el - | 


* 


a Overplus and du perfluity re 


üng to him from his Subſtance, he is 
rich: But be his Eſtate never iv 


great, if it be not ſufficient to ſup- 


Pl whit his Quality and Degree fe- 
_ quire for ws Stipport, ba 150 74 4 


ttuly be acounted poor; as, he wh 
is in Want of Nee avi in any 


ther Rank, This is a 9 : 
4 to Metis 


Keule for the diſtingui 
fich and poor with regard 


Condition in the World! But it 
will not always be'eafy to app ply this 


Ie, > becadſe often none but "the 
— 


o 2 
= 
- * 
* 
bf - > 2p 3 4 
I ” . - 


T's Station inthe World, Atid 
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Perſons themſelves can know how- 
their Circumſtances are, and WharPro- 
portion there is between their Needs 
and the Supplies of them; and too of · 
ten for Ends of their own, Men pre- 
tend to be in one of theſe Conditions, 5 
when really they are in the other. 
Tux Rx is however another Thy 
off judging with relation to the riek 
and poor, in which there is leſs 
Room for Miſtake by reaſon of Mens 
diſguiſing the Truth and pretending 
to be other than they are: I mean 
where it is to be meaſured by what 
18 noedful and ſufficient for the ſup- 


Len in Life, but of his Life itſelf 
In this View he that, befides what 
is ſufficient for his on neceſſary 
Food and Cloathing, hath remain- 
ng what he can beſtow towards ſup- 
plying the Wants of others, may trul7 
be ſaid to be rich, and to bead 
Auch no one is to 8 d acecunted poor 8 
11 but 


„not of the Man's State-and 
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but he who ſtands in abſolute N we? 
of Relief from others, becauſe: he 
neither hath nor is able of himſelf to 
provide what is neceſſary for his Sub- 
Giſtence. - It is in this Senſe, that 
the Terms in my. Text may moſt pr ro- 
perly be conſidered by us; and byt 2 5 
rich and poor who meet "rogerber, I 
wall underſtand in general on one 
Part, thoſe who ſtand in Need of 
Relief of their Wants, and on the o- 
, | thoſe who e GOO to re- 
lere them. > TL. 9 45 | | 
In what Reſp . theſe: may be 

bid to meet — is what Iſhall 
nov ee, to * into in the 


we} © Tran the Your _ | 


Lo 2 do. meet together; that in all So- 


cieties they are intermixed : have 
Intercourſe with one es. is evi- 

| dently true in Fact. In every Com- 
munity there is a Subordination- of 
its Members neceſſary i in order to its 
—_— 7 - A = 
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on. In fat this is the Caſe of R 


' bettering their: Condiei A 


in this Life; and if there were not 


another Life it would be difficult, 
: if not nds to vindicate the E- 


atures, whoſe Neceſſities 2 
Loy — but whoſe Provi- 
yu for the Supplies of them is fo 
þ ms Carre But as good Rea- 
—— for Ma wich 
in chis World, . 40 many 


good —— 0p or do ſpring” from 


ment; fo God is ible to e a. 
mends to each particular Perſon in 
22 Life, "FF 10 i and inf this 


dee nd, ot only tac the ths 
muſt 


p cond — 


each 


4 


ia his Poſſeſſion to ſupp 


ik are W as n they mutu- 
Ally ſtand in Need of one another, 
Pons chat the Intercourſe is neceſſary 
on both Sides. Thus for Inſtance, if 
ie whois poor, who hath notenough 
ly his Neceſ- 
ſities muſt by his Labour, or Artz 
or Intreaty gain ſomething from the 
rich; the rich Man on his Part will 
fad: it nectflary to have Recourſe 
to the other 25 the many Things 
which he finds or at leak la fane ies to 
be requifite for him, but which his 
_owt Mamie wal be unable, as he 
would think e 0 ee for 


himſelf, eva 
Tuus doMen.i in every ligand 
find it neceſſaty for them to meet 


together: The 16 duſtry and Arts. of 
the Poor are neceflary to ſupport and 
a qorn the Di e and State, of the 
1 Toes: Hoon the: * 2 of Pringes 


1 SERMON XV. 3 
mean and laborious Hands; and all 
the ſhining Marks of human Gran- 


deur and DiſtinQion are the Works 
of ſuch as gladly part with them all 
in Exchange for what they ſtand in 
Need of to maintain them in Life, 
but which without ſuch an Exchange : 
of their Arts and Labours for a Share 
of the Wealth of others they muſt be 


5 deſtitute of, and ankle to e 8 
| themſelves with. | wry N " : 


1 SHALL no- in e. 


x e 8 b ines: Conf dera- 
tion what is obſerved in the latter 


| Part of my Text with relation to the 


: rich and poor,” of whom I have been 

- king, ly, t at the Lord is 
| the Mabr of — n 

22 WraTEver Difference there nay 
be in other Reſpects between the 


| iſ and pot _— it n none 
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and eee e alike 
be: ſame Original; they are all 
the Work of one 5 the ſame God 
and that whether we regard their | 
| Nature or their Condition. 

As to the firſt of theſe ces ah 
: b a _—_ ee oy 4 5 without 5 


| ob 5 Handy — in rotary the | 
Nach and Poor are indiſputably upon 
1e — how far a 


4 5 — ER Mae all f 
 SkilloFArt on the one Part, and'by 
Idleneſs, Extravagance of 'any Kind 
or What they Wil call Miene, | 
5 Geng c X 3 
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and ill Luck on the other. ; Howe 
* will ſtill hold true, that 22 
the holy Scripture expreſſes j it, 1 ” (4a 
ij. 7. the Lord maketh poor, aud mai 
eib rich: He lx ingenb e d bf 
erb 4 .. 212143 20 Teri 2115 eK 

ME may be deſirous to aſſign 
fir tho Cools of dei Advantage + 
boxe others, their own: ſuperior Qua- 

lities and Ae - But ker, let them 
conſider to whom they owe thoſe 
Powers, whole. Gifts they arg, an 
M — ESE what —.— 


s:to 97 PP. nor Wing 
. Ae my Ve ee 


9 * 


1 Sx hol a A i» the 


4 en 


1 1 5 — — —.— we may think 
to accaunt for their Wants from 
what we may reckon their Misfor- 
tunes, their Failings or their Faults; 
77 on 5 ju arg he Providence 


when. 2 5 
e hoſe; x whe 
perſonal ilities are as mean, 
whoſe Failings and Miſcartiages are 
as numerous and viſible AS ; (theirs, 
Forer * would. pee = | 
2. Poverty 10K a Map i is not a 
5 be imputed ta 
ode ook in bi: 2 ex 
In 

1 is unſucceſsfulʒ mY, 
Men qught diligently to imp'oy theſe, 
ha unleſs. the be ng of God 


FRA: A 4 | company 


company dem; they may find all 


their Endeavour blaſted and diſap- 
pointed, and themſelves ide 


to go through the World in a con- 


tinual Struggle and Conflict with 
the Preffu res of” Want and Necef- 
ay „„ IF "SD #38708 / on; F nal 


it is > Gott A 9 
uld be ſo: And' out 
ity in the Circumſtar 
„he is is pleaſed to pro- 
many excellent Effects; to make 
Men ſenſible of his nterpc tion in 
their Affair; to make them neceſ- 
to 88e aböchher: to give 

rtunities of praQifiny many Du- 
— are peculiar to che State 


& 
a WEL n 


S 


4 5p err together, ſince they 

| intermixed in the World and ſo ne- 

ceflarily depend each upon the other, 

s their common Intereſt to pro- 

ae others Welfare. LettheRich 
the Poc brand 1 5 oo 


I b fem 
him e Poor a them- 
hk to his Aſſiſtance by employ- 
ig their” Induſtry. nd their Skill, 
re tlieſe are wanting, 
their pied orderly PD, 
by their Prayers to God for the 
Well being and Happineſs" of the 
h- actors and of them- 
ſelves. * While! each can have this 
| Conifileration for the other, the Wel- 
2 55 eff cave yes: 


ted; "they who are Hate wich 
92 N 


Wealth 


[1 
N 
x 
| 
j 
x 
[1 


2 — «% 


is 
4 


E 


ne 


. 


it without Di- 


the Induſtrious Wil be cheriſhed. 
3 the e — 


the Ille will be bro 
ee uſeful; 571 Happy will any 
be, that is in ſuch a C 

era remain any Caule of com 


therefate 80 7 
ſock. / The Rich 


£ 5 f WS. F. 3 
4 332 +4 Fs: 
9. * * 1 3 ze 7 * 


* 


oe that be Poon wh 7 graft. and 
higheſt Point of bis Honour, l mean 


his Original, his having God for his 


Father: On the, contrary. he ſhould | 
b and gire full Proof 


gi in he Pang while 1 3 
- 3 it is God's Appointment that 
ſome ſhould be rich and others poor, 


will from thence learn that it is his 


Duty to acquie e in and to be con- 
tented bi 4 his own Condition, and 

not to murmur _ . at or 
envy 1 he may lack on as the 


hren. He will com- 
1 himſelf re this Conſideration, 

that as he hath but a ſmall Part of 

the gout Thins of this Life com- 
© mitted 
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Parables nk 8 > Expreſſions 
— he- concealed whe Myſteries of de 


| * Fefh, Singin: hae is meant by 
- having Ears 10 bear. „ 
1 — Co che Obli- 


* — which _ who are 


3 


meant by fangs Bam to beak | 
Ir might ſeem at firſt View, 
Kent Saviour had no further 


thin the quickening = and: Tt — vp 
all bis Hearers, and recovering that 
r to Ladet he fai which 


8 without 


| upon any 


sen xy: PSY 

without ee e expe- 
dient is apt to flag, to grow w 
an hes : But it is = * 
_ thisis by Vay of Diſtin&ion; that it 
was te his moſt diligent and « 
| Hearers that theſe Words are directed 
by our Lord, to ſuch as he was plea- 
ſed to ſhew more eſpecial Favour to; 
1 and chat they no Way reſpected thoſe 
that —_ through Ig could 
not, or through Obſtinacy would 
not, or through the juſt though un- 
ſearchable Judgment of God were 
not thought fit by him to be allowed 
to underſtand his Will; thoſe who 
or all of cheſe Accounts 
could- not be fad to have Ears to 
ä 

"Ds Lord in ſeveral cher N 
an eſpecially at the x1 Verſe of this 


1 e ſome who had not Ears 
to hear, and for what Reaſon they S 
: might be fad ** He 


gives us to underſtand that 


deed it was given # F 
others were not allowed 


AA go 


neither — 
* |. Mgr; underſtand what 


xis | 


2 Hears: 16 5 
Ears are dull. bearing, 


and hear with their Ears, and. bould 
* with their H ear, and 
e eee and 3 


to. give. an e = may 
of God's Proceed 


— 
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whit Cauſe a God of Whicy ſhould 
| make the Hearts of Men hard, leſt 

1 ay "ſhould be converted and be heal- 
5 or for what Inducement Men 


themſelves, who are reaſonable Crea- 


Try tütes, and therefore apprehenſive of 


thet Antcreſt and of what is condu- 
: cive to their Happineſs, ſhould pur- 


againſt that Light. which if they 
would be directed by i it, would not 
fail to lead them to everlaſting Life. 


= But how harſh ſoever either of theſe 


Expreſſions may at firſt Sight appear, 
they are both plainly delivered in 
holy Scripture, and the Diſobedience 
and Impenitence of Men is therein 
aſcribed ſometimes to one and ſome- 


ly and willfully clo/e their Eyes _ 


times to the other of them. | This 


in the Caſe of Pharaoh and the E- 
 Lyptians the Reaſon is aſſigned, for 
Which notwithſtanding the many 
1 terrible Jud N er we the imme- 
: diate andftretched out Hand of God 
BY = Oe: ie did 


1 

wed . 7: 43 5 
\ Y S: a 9 . \ 1 
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4. 8 


did inflict upon them and the ſeve- 
ral ſevere Strokes of Vengeance which 
ſo faſt followed one upon another 


for their Diſobedience and Contu- 
macy, they yet continued and at 
laſt periſhed 1 in them; 3 and it is this, 
which is ſo often repeated in that 
memorable. Hiſtory, God hardened 
the Heart of Pharaoh, that he would 


not let the Children of Iſrael go. And 
thus, for the Willfulneſs of Men. be- | 


ing the Cauſe of their Impenitence 


and continuing in Sin, the whole 
Current of the holy Scripture, -& in- 


ang Repentance as a Duty, 


exaggerating, the Guilt of not per- 
forming it, expoſtulating with Man- 
kind — their Neglect of it, and re- 
8 the Puniſhment which 


attends the obſtinate and final Want 
of it, doth, beſides that it is often 


done in expreſs Words, ſufficiently 
charge the Wickedneſs of Men and 


_ their 5 Continuance in it u * them 


Bio. „% 
3 " * . 


r OO CC 
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55 Ar upon their own Neglect of 


making Uſe of the proper Method 
of Amendment, their cloſing their 
Eyes and Ears and turning away 


their Hearts from the Inſtructions 
which God hath provided for them. 


Which of theſe is the Cauſe of the 


bother, is a Queſtion that hath been 
and will be very much diſputed; 
whether the Willfulneſs and obſtinate 


Wickedneſs of Men is cauſed by, or 
is the Cauſe of God's hardening their 
Hearts? And there need be no Poubt 
made, but that either of theſe may 
be truly ſaid in ſome Reſpect to be 
the Cauſe of the other. If Men by 
their Sins provoke the Wrath of God, 
it is very juſt in him not only to 


withdraw his Favour and the Aſſi- 


© ſtance; of his Grace from them, but 
to confign them over by Way of 


Condemnation. and Fun ment for 


2 155 


the Wickedneſs they are already . 


guilty of, to buch 4 e Hard- 85 
* 7 4 | nels 7 
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neſs and Stupidity, ſuch an Ag 
ſibility and Want of Apprehenſion 

either of their Danger or the Means 


do asoidd it; as ſhall render them in- 
capable of Admonition and Amend- 


8 bi hw Refolation to puniſh them,” (for 


and fix in himfelf a Refo 


da bl) we wich ming from 
. them he Aſſiſtance: of his Grace, 


ment, which is all one with the not 
having Ears to hear the Things that 
55 concern their Salvation. Thus ſup- 
_  pofing the Wickedneſs of Men, and 
_ _ their free and ſpontaneous, their wil- 
ful and unconſtrained Diſobedience 
to the Law of God, to have been 
firſt" the Cauſe of God's Anger and 


it is very harſh to re that God 
f vbuld be angry/with his Or 


puniſh them before: they ould 1 


1 56 5 his Fatobr or 2 returning 


| Life, who had of 
d mac le-themſelves 


: unworthy || 


to the way 0 


| Saw: of his Live: and choſen | 

the Way of Deſtruction, cannot be 
reckoned ſo much as Rigour and Se- 
verity, much leſs can it be'account- 
ed —_ or Injuſtice in God: But 


1 miſfon of Sins by ic was the 


Cauſe of God's Anger to them, ſo his 
Anger ſhould for their Puniſhment 
leave them to continue in Sin and 
unable to apprehend the Force, or to 
receive the Benefit, of thoſe Inſtru- 
_ tions, by the Help of which others, 
. who have Ears to hear them, are 
led to Salvation. Thus in the Cat 
of my Text, was it formerly with 
= eus, and is full 15 Chri- 
3 Rians. 915d #9 
Or the Tail we hd; chat for ie 


85 1 Part they had neither Fats to 


hear nor Hearts to underſtand tlie 
. vrhich our 'Saviour' preached 
0 "them, notwithſtanding | the e nes 
e ern they K. Had in them; 


2 ü 92 k i 4 f n 
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the high Importance they were of to 
Mankind. How. juſtly and ade- 
_ quately by this Proceeding with | 
chem, did God avenge himſelf and 


puniſh them for the ſmall Regard 
they had ſhewn, and for the unjuſt 
N a barbarous Uſage they had offe- 
red, to his other hots and. Ser- 


_  vants, that before that Time had 


been ſent to them: That when he, 
who was more than all other Pro- 
phets, came and brought the Words 
| * eternal Life among them, he 
would not allow them Ears to hear 
them, and to receive thatlnformation 
then, which they had made them 
ſelves unworthy of hy their Abuſe of 
what had been given before to them: 


Nor was it a Puniſhment leſs juſtly Is 


| | 35, they; themſelves by falſe Gloſſes, 


proportioned to their Crime, that 
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© Lum; and involved it in unintel- / 
 ligible and obſcure Notions; ſo the 
_ Truths of the Goſpel while ſpoken | 
in their Hearing ſhould be delivered 
in Parables, and the Meaning of 
them wrapped up ſo cloſely, as not 
to 8 diſcerned by them. 
As for Chriſtians, and hit con- 
ce rns ourſelves: Is it not an obvious 
Remark, how Neglect of Attend- 
ance upon the Service of God, and 
chad the Hearing of his Word, com- 
motily proceeds to a Want of right 
Apprehicaſiond of the Duty we owe 
to him; how the leſs Men accuſtom 
themſelves to theſe Duties, the leſs 
ready and able they are to diſcharge 
them? So that what was at firſt their 
Fault in being: guilty of Negligence _ 
and Diſuſe, becomes afterwardsa pu- 
niſhment in Want of Diſpofition and 
Power; and while the more they 
ſtand in Need of the Mercy of God 
in this pa icular, the leſs dy er of 
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Sion, which as long as it continues, 
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_ ready to acknowledge, that the great- 


ten and how 


Ve canbot {alt 3 to 41 
Name of Chriſtians without being 


elt Funiſhment that can be laid up- 
on us in this World is Infide 1691, a. 
of our Reli- 


abſolutely and altogether cuts a Man 
off ftom the Hopes of Salvation, and 
leaves him to thd Juſtice! of God, 
without any Expectation on his Part 


behalf, or of any other Satisfaction 


for his Sins, than what he "ern 
make for them of himſelf 15 


n Perſon. And yet h 
juſtly doth this dr 
ben ee 3 and irteve- 
tent Preatment of ſacred Things! 
How eaftly do Men deſcendi ftomi 
Want of performing their Duty 

to Garth to a * nion 
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of the Mediation of a Saviour in his 


[Gf obligat 6 


they are under 


to « do it; from thence be 2. Blig tand 
Contempt of it and of alf that : 
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nity.” And this may be ſufficient 
for our preſent Purpoſe! not only to 
ſhewy but alſo to vindicate che Ways 
a God in his D Dealings with Men, 


nes, at g 


all Men a8 
puniſh: al 


acebriting] to their Sins; and“ theres . 


| fore 155 in his inffnite Merey he hath 
aled to peak to the World 


of Life he is 
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Tus Jews ir ſeems as ſuch were 
nao more favoured in this Caſe, than 
the reſt of Mankind; but out of o- 


ther Nations, as well as from them, 


God hath ahow ght fit to call many 


to * e of his Truth. Nor 
can any one among us think him- 
ſelf exempt from being obliged to 


that 8 which 2 Text calls Z 


for; and our Saviour by ſo many Re- 


petitions hath ſhewn the Importance 
and Neceſſity of giving, without 


ſorſeitiog all Claim to common 
genſe and Apprehenſion; ſince, how- 


ec ver our Saviour thought fit then to 
expreſs himſelf darkly and obſcure- 
ly to the Jews, that * might not 

ich he 


underſtand thoſe — 
bor ſufficient Reaſons which have 
been and for others that might be 


2 only to his o.w]n infinite Wiſ- 
dom was not pleaſed to admit them 
to "0 — of; to us 
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ſtians he (hath given to know the 
Myſteries of the cal of God, and. 
100 hath revealed them to us ſo plainly Vs 
as that it muſt be the Fault rather 


of our Will, than of our Underſtand- 


ing, if we oor: not. apprehend them, 


_ Myſteries, -which are the 
Objects of our Faith and not of our 


Comprehenſion, are ſufficiently and 
with ſatisfactory Credit and Autho- 
rity recommended to our Belief. 
The Truths which are the Rules and 


Directions of our Practice are ſo 


clearly 2 propoſed, + fully exempli- 


fied, _—_ ſo rQually enforced. 


with great and precious P romifes g 


and with Threats of what is moſt 
dreadful and terrible to Mankind, 
that as he who runs may read and | 


underſtand them, ſo he who under- 


| ſtands them aright and believes them | 


cannot fail of being influenced and 
determined. by them to the Choice 
0 what i is beſt, ung: to an Endea- 
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vour * dk obtaining it. But as 
if all this were not enough, and both 
Reaſon, Experience and the further 
Proviſion which Chrift bath made do 
 ſhew that this of itſelf is not enough, 
our Saviour bath required and or- 
dained, as that Men ſhould | perform 
5 = Duty, ſo that they houl#' be 
- ſupplied, with what was neceſſary in 
a toit. He hath Sed, 10 
that they that have Eur 1b hear 
Poul hear: And his Apoſtle 8t. Paul, 
Ron. x. 14. puts the Queſtion,” Bow 
ſhall they hear without a Preather ? 
For this Purpoſe therefore he ap- 
| pointed and promiſed to continue 
to the End of the World a Succeſſion 
5 Men, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhould be 
_ M0 preac h, as it. is that-of others 


5 hear; to preach the ſame Trut Is, and 


to preſs and, inculcate the fame Du- 


dies which he taught and required 
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dee part of 417 | Diſcon _ 
"add. I am to conſider the Obli- 
gations which thoſe who are qua- 
lified as my Text mentions, are un- 
der, to be careful to perform - the 
a contained in it. 

Fitosk who have Ears to Bets 
18018 who by Education or Inſtruc- 


tion in the Religion of Chrift have . 


attained to an Ability of apprehend- 
ing its Truths and under binding the 
E igations which it lays upon Men 
to perform its Duties, when they 
are explained to them and preſſed 

them, are bound to attend to - 


he Preaching of it by ſuch as are 


called _ En for that Pur- 0 


. 
Z 5. Becauſe the Proebriig/unt 7 
Hearing it is the Ordinance and In- 
fſtitution of Curiſt. Out Lord come . 

— mandswsto Hear; his Apoſtle teach- | 
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Preacher, 


5 n who is ſent or . 
t inſtruct us, that this is an Office 
which; no one, mir bout being culled of 
or according to the Order which 
he hath eſtabliſhed, rakerb to bim- 
fell. Certainly all this Preparation 
was made for ſome End: Nor would 
 Chrift, have made it the Duty of 
ſome to preach his Word, and at 
the ſame Time have left the reſt of 
Mankind at Li berty to chuſe whe- 
ſt⸗her they would give Ear to what they 
ſhould fay, or whether they would 
not. It is not then an Opinion of 
our own greater Knowledge and 
Capacity to underſtand our Duty, 
that will exempt us from that Man- 
2 ner of hearing it which God hath 
been pleaſed to preſcribe, ſince if we 
are not made wiſer by what we hear, 
we ſhall certainly be made better by 
what we thus * in Obedience to 
the declared Will of God and ac- 
ing to his 9 Nor 
5 need 


N WW, 8 JFF * 
„ 3 : 
ERAS: , * . « 


SERMON XV, 336 


need we apprehend any Danger of 

Underſtanding more & our Duty 
than is needful, though we ſhould | 
ſtudy it at Home, and flag it in the 


Houſe of God too: For all the 
Means we can uſe will not be too 


many, nor can we fear coming to 
an End of our Enquiries, while we 
make the iſdom of God the Em- 
ployment of our Minds and the Sub- 
ject of our cloſeſt Attention. 
Secondly, From the Conſidera- 
tion of the Neceſſity of this Inftruc- 
tion ariſes an awd of attend- 
ing to it. 
Tux Experience we have: of the 
Proneneſs of Mankind to Miſtakes 
in Matters of Religion, in which ex- 
cept by Hearing, our Inſtructors and 
labouring diligently to poſſeſs our= _ 
ſelves of true Opinions concerning it, 
the Devil and our own Frailty and 


Weakneſs of Apprehenſion will not 
A wil to n us W OO,” ſhould 
ol teach 

7 


— — E 


ves our own 5g pr br ebe 1 
willing, to be ſollicitous to give ear 
to fuch;. as being eſpecially authori- 
zed by Chriſt to declare his Willto us, 
we may hope are eſpecially aſſiſted. 
by him in the faithful Erevution of 1 
that their Office. - We may take it bt 
berg granted, that the leſs we think we 2 
in Need of their Help, we do 
in reality want it the more; nothing 

2 more nden oppoſite to the 

to find: in Fimſetf, 

. 3 9K 2 Pride and Self- Conceit 4 
_ as this, which, while it rendes a I 
Man incapable of rerervimng- with 

reines the myrafitd N ths 
Word e by t | 
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g God s own 


x 
* « 
. 
1 
* * 
— 
* 
— 
* 
"4 
— 
- 
* 
* 
4 
* * 
* 
* 
42 


T * 12 t 1 P * 

F Y l F det we 8 * ? a 8 135 1 2h , _ — 

* - # n 9 2 * >" « 

4 8 

* 5 Fey $ 0 

. - 1 9 
% 0 $ J 

- p : 
i 4 
Nt „ 


PT c Q ä RO ANI 
4 * 4 
= o > 4 9 , 
* * 2 * * 
1 


a 


4 


1 
. 


N 


. 
. 


* 


2 * 


o e I A AE eee: 
1 


* 


what they are { 
in, namely a — — 
7 and a Practice adjuſt- | 
ed to the Rules of it: And then hay= ' 
ing ſincerely and conſtantly applied oY 
ſelves thus qualified to 1 
0 Duty, Mt; will 0 1 
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